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PREFACE 

 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
 السلام عليكم ورحمة الله وبركاته

 
The 5TH ASEAN’S INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ISLAMIC FINANCE (AICIF) was jointly 
organized by Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali and Co-partners (Universiti Islam Antarabangsa, 
Malaysia; Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Kalijaga, Jogjakarta, Indonesia; Universitas Islam Sultan 
Agung, Semarang, Indonesia; Universitas Darussalam Gontor, Indonesia; Mindanao State University 
of Philippines; Universiti Fatoni, Thailand) convened at Parkview Hotel, Jerudong, Brunei 
Darussalam on 13-14 December 2017. The conference centred on six sub-topics, namely, capital 
market, compliance and governance, Islamic banking, Islamic social finance and Islamic economics. 
 
The 5th AICIF was guided by the three pillars under the vision of ASEAN: A Community of 
Opportunities that are, ASEAN Political-security Community, ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 
and ASEAN Socio-cultural Community. AEC envisions ASEAN as a single market and production base, 
a highly competitive region, with equitable economic development, and fully integrated into the 
global economy. AEC can be realized, if ASEAN moves towards free movement of goods, services, and 
investments as well as freer flow of capital and skills. A free movement of services means that Islamic 
finance has an important role in realizing such goals. 
 
The discussion on capital market highlighted the instruments that are traded in those market such 
as mutual funds, shares and sukuk. The discussion also highlighted that capital markets are 
increasingly interconnected in a globalized economy. 
 
The sub-theme on compliance and governance raised the issues of having a good governance and a 
complaint based Islamic financial institutions. Both are important to have an impact on the 
transparency of the guidelines and the performance of Islamic financial institutions. 
 
There are several issues that were reported by several papers in this conference on Islamic banking. 
Among the issues are: the future demand for Shariah-compliant financial services which remains 
bright, an effort to establish a complete set of eco-system in Islamic finance that comprises halal 
products and services, green environment and maqasid shariah, bridging Islamic financial literacy 
and halal literacy: The way forward is to create a Halal Ecosystem. 
 
The discussion on Islamic social finance covered three main instruments namely waqf, zakat and 
microfinance. These instruments were recognized as tools to help in realizing the objectives of socio-
economic development. The sub-theme on Islamic economics mooted the idea that Islamic finance 
leads to development. Islamic finance had grown in response to demand or supply. Both might boost 
the development of Islamic finance (e.g. demand for Islamic financial services and supply of funds for 
helping the economic development). 
 

Abdul Ghafar Ismail and  
Rose Abdullah 
 
Chief Editors  
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